
 
 

Lower School (Grades K-6th) 
Classroom Participation Grading Rubric 

World Language, Physical Education, Health, Art, Music, Dance, Drama 
 

10 points Exemplary  participation, consistently does 
more than the majority of students 

9   points 
 

Strong consistent participation 

8   points Participates the majority of time, with few  
prompts or redirection 

7   points Participates the majority of time, with 
many prompts or redirection 

6   points Inconsistent participation the majority of 
time, with many prompts or redirection 

5   points Inconsistent participation on a daily basis 
even with frequent prompts or redirection 

4   points 
 

Little participation on a daily basis even 
with frequent prompts or redirection 

3   points 
 

Extremely low participation on a daily 
basis even with frequent prompts or 
redirection 

2   points 
 

Student frequently attempts to avoid 
participating by making repeated excuses 
or requests to remove themselves from 
activities 

1  points 
 

Student only engages during the lesson in 
parts they like, but refuses to participate 
during specific parts of the lesson(s) 

0  points 
 

No participation is evident despite effort on 
teacher’s part to motivate the student, 
communication home will be made to 
inform care giver within 24hrs 

 
*Participation grades fall under the classwork category in the grade book and are based 
on cycle(s) versus daily performance.  A cycle is based on A-F Days.  Not all Fine Arts 
classes meet with the same frequency per cycle. 
 
Grading Policy: points can be deducted for loss of participation time due to behavior, 
example: sitting in cool off to complete cool off sheet, not completing activities due to 
socializing, skipping activities due to socializing, low amount of activity due to 
socializing  
 
Grading Weights/Categories:  Assessments (weighted 50%) and Classwork (50%)



Rationale for Grading Participation: 
The Lower School Fine Arts Department believes that students must truly enjoy the arts 
to become lifelong, well rounded learners.  At Renaissance Academy, we believe in a 
liberal arts education and better quality of life for each of our students.  We have used 
these beliefs to guide our grading system, by evaluating process and not product.  We 
evaluate each student on their own individual effort and not in comparison to their peers.  
We ask that students work to their full potential without fear or judgment of failure.  We 
take this approach in skills assessment as well.  For example, students are evaluated in 
how they perform a skill using learned techniques.  We are attempting to foster a love of 
the arts and not create the next star athlete or pianist.  Students who are naturally talented 
in the arts will seek out opportunities to develop their own individual interest.  We want 
ALL the students we teach to experience success.  We teach each student to their own 
individual level of readiness for each of the skills taught in class.  When applicable, 
differentiated instruction is given based on student needs and strengths.  Teaching skills 
with this methodology ensures that beginner through advanced students are challenged to 
grow. 
 


